Though its function is not established, sCR1 is
Author for correspondence : Dr.Nibhriti Das at above address Telephone : 011-6593467 Fax: 011-6862663 e-mail: nibhdti@medinst.emet.in shown to be secreted by leukocytes (3). A recombinant soluble form of CRI(rCR1) (4) has been shown to be a potent inhibitor of the complement cascade (5) and to reduce inflammation in animal models of glomerulonephritis (6) and myocardial infarction (7). These findings suggest an association of soluble CR1 with disease activities. To explore this issue further, we needed to establish normal levels of sCR1 in healthy individuals. So far we do not have data from our own population. This paper reports our preliminary data on plasma sCR1 levels in normal Indian adults estimated by an indigenous sandwich enzyme linked immunosorbant assay (ELISA). We have also collected few data on samples from patients with nephropathies to assess the potential use of plasma sCR1 levels as a marker of disease activity in nephropathies. curve was run using recombinant CR1 in every plate.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Patients
Statistical methods
Statistical evaluation was done by student's t test.
RESULTS
Soluble CR1 levels in normal controls and in patients.
The soluble CR1 concentration was determined in normal adult individuals, and the To conclude, although higher levels of sCR1 in patients with nephropathies indicate the possibility of using plasma sCR1 as a marker for disease activity in these patients, further extension of this study is needed, to suggest sCR1 as a prognostic marker for nephropathies.
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